学生原文：
	ISSUE103 - "The study of history has value only to the extent that it is relevant to our daily lives."

The speaker commits a rather shallow statement to state that history is only valuable to which relevant to our daily lives. It fallacious implies that human think only of the present and neglect the future. In the contrary, people are always planning well for their future because the nature of human settled that they would not satisfy with the living of present but strive for being better in the future.

More over, we could learn from past mistakes so as to avoid failing into the same old trap again. Mistakes and failures are inevitable on the way to advancement. However, history can teach us to achieve success without dispensable detours. The bitter experience of Chinese people who was blind to pursing unreal high speeds in economy in the 1960s teaches them that haste makes waste. Due to this experience, China has placed much more emphasis on the quality of developing.

In addition, looking back to the past to examine the behaviors done by ourselves could inform us certain modification we should take. History is a mirror of the past time, looking into it reveals the inappropriateness in our way to advancement. At the mere time of Columbus landed the continent of America in 1500s, the passage lead to world power had been breakthrough; Portugal and Spanish were becoming powerful by extorting wealth and building colonies through this passage and other countries followed examples of them. While the western countries became leading power in the world one after another, the bloody history of eastern countries had produced. However, human entered 2000s, a new era that the interests of nations indissolubly linked with each other by the global markets and faith for peace and freedom rooted among people. Although the way of building colonies for nations to become powerful contributed to the thriving situation in certain countries before, it is no longer work in this era. History enlighten present people go forward in a humane way.

In conclusion, the study of history would offer us guidance of how to make improvements for the whole life. Although it has pragmatic values to which relevant to our daily life, the most significant function of history is lighting up our advance. People draw their inspiration from history to make for a better future for every, in which the meaning of life is.




钱老师点评稿：
ISSUE103 - "The study of history has value only to the extent that it is relevant to our daily lives."

I believe that, when writing this essay, the first most important thing is to understand what they topic of the essay is driving at. Only when you understand the underlying implications of the topic would you be able to write a thoughtful essay which is to the point. Now, the title invites you to present your views and comments on the issue whether you believe that present-day scholars should study history only under such circumstances that they can find that history can shed light on the present-day human existence or not. In other words, the title asks you to say whether you believe that the study of history should only aim at finding solutions to our present situations or not. If you disagree with the argument contained in the topic, you should argue that the study of history has values beyond the immediate and pragmatic concerns of our daily life and that historical study can offer universal values that can shed light on the spiritual significance of human existence. 
The speaker commits a rather shallow statement (you should say “commits the folly of making a rather shallow statement”. You can say somebody commits an error or mistake but you cannot say he or she commits a statement. There is something wrong with this collocation) to state (by asserting) that history is only valuable to which (only when it is) relevant to our daily lives. The statement fallaciously implies that human beings only think of the present and neglect the future. On the contrary, people are always planning well for their future because it is human nature that they would not be satisfied with the experience of living the present but that they would strive for being better in the future.
To begin with, learning about the growth of great human in the past provides reference for parents of today and tomorrow to raise children properly. For instance, Mencius, a famous thinker, statesman, and educator in the Period of Warring States of China, had benefited from the meticulous cultivation of his mother. In order to find a desirable environment to raise Mencius, the mother relocated for three times and had finally settled down in a neighborhood close to a school so that the little Mencius would have a strong motivation to learn. This demonstrates that a nice environment directly contributes to the healthy growth of children and encourages parents of today and tomorrow to raise children in a pleasing atmosphere.
This is perhaps a wrong example. People might use the historical example of Mencius as a way of educating their children, to motivate their children to study well and become successful people in the future. Now, instructing children on how to study well and become people of achievements may itself be one of the important matters in our daily lives. Therefore, your example supports the point that history can be used to solve problems in our daily lives. 
You made this mistake (or committed this mistake) simply because you did not understand the topic of the essay. Since you have chosen to argue again this statement, you should try to argue that even when some studies of history are not immediately related to our daily lives and to our solution of our practical problems, we still have to do it, to study history to draw lessons from it that can be used as valuable guidelines regarding the spiritual conduct of human beings.
Moreover, we could learn from past mistakes so as to avoid failing into the same old trap again. Mistakes and failures are inevitable in the advancement of human civilizations. However, history can teach us how to achieve success without dispensable (what do you mean by this word?) detours. The bitter experience of the Chinese people who were so blind as to pursue super-high speeds of economic development during the 1960s makes not only the Chinese people themselves but also the entire world understand that haste makes waste. Due to this experience, China has placed much more emphasis on the quality of their economic and social development rather than the speed of such development. 
This paragraph is better because it is easier to understand. But as you have made a mistake in the judgment of the topic, this paragraph is again not quite to the point, or at least you have not deliberately tried to link it to the central point. Perhaps you should add something like: “China as a country would perhaps no longer repeat this crazy history of the “Great Leap Forward” for many decades to come. Nevertheless, this period of history should serve as a warning against any forms of radical and unfounded social and economic programs. 
Another point which you should pay attention to is that, like in your previous essay, you tend to give some particular examples in Chinese history and culture. However, you should remember that the reviewer of your essay is a person who might know little about Chinese culture and history. He or she might have never heard about such things as “hutongs” or the so called the “Great Leap Forward” Movement in China. Therefore, when you do cite such examples, the reviewers might not understand what you are talking about. Even such a major event as the “Great Leap Forward” Movement might be very strange to ordinary American people. Therefore, the examples you give should be those familiar to the people who read your essay, for instance, some international examples or examples in American history and culture. In this way, the reviwer might find it easier to understand what you are talking about in the essay.

In addition, looking back to the past to examine the behaviors done by ourselves (here, you might simply say “our behavior” to be clear and succinct. In addition, behavior is an uncountable noun so you should not put it into a plural form.) can inform us of certain improvements that we should make. History is a mirror of the past ; looking into it can reveal that, on our way of development, some of the actions that we take might not be appropriate. Just when Columbus landed on the continent of America in 1500s, the passage lead to world power had been breakthrough (this entire sentence is difficult to understand. I do not know what you want to say here. Perhaps what you want to say is that “this passage from Europe to the New Continent led to the emergence of a number of western countries as major powers of the world. They all achieved breakthroughs in their national development.”); Portugal and Spain became powerful by plundering wealth from other countries and by building colonies with the help of this passage. Many other European countries followed their examples. While the western countries became leading power in the world one after another, the bloody history of eastern countries had produced. (I am afraid that here you might have committed a serious mistake about the common knowledge of history. In this sentence, you say that the western countries became powerful at the bloody expense of eastern countries. It is true that Portugal invaded China and plundered wealth from China and even seized Macao, part of Chinese territory. However, you are talking about Columbus discovery of the American continent. In the first wave of European expansion in the world, western countries like England, Spain, Portugal established colonies in North and South Americas. What you are talking about is precisely this period of history. You have repeatedly mentioned the word “passage”, referring to the route across the Atlantic Ocean that linked the Europe with the American continent. At that time, western powers did not invade Eastern countries. Only when the western powers had become powerful enough and had gone through the industrialization process did they start to come to the East to conquer and to plunder wealth, which happened in the 19th century. The discovery of the American continent and the first wave of European expansion in the world happened in the 15 through 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries. I hope you should be more careful next time and try to avoid making such glaring historical mistakes.) However, as human societies have entered the 2000’s (this is a very strange expression that I have rarely seen. Why don’t you just say “the 21st century”?), a new era has been created, in which the interests of different nations are indissolubly linked with one another by the global markets and the yearning for peace and freedom. Although establishing colonies as a way for nations to become powerful contributed to the thriving of certain countries in the past, it is no longer a way that can work in this era. History has enlightened people in the present age to go forward in a humane and civilized way rather than the barbarous and bloody way of conquest by force during those ages of colonization.
In conclusion, the study of history would offer us guidance of how to make improvements for the whole life. Although it has pragmatic values to the extent that it is relevant to our daily life, the most significant function of history is enlightenment, lighting up the way of our future development and advancement. People draw their inspirations from history to make a better future for everyone, which is exactly the meaning of our human life.
It is obvious that the biggest problem is your misjudgment of the essay topic. The entire essay of yours has not offered a pertinent argument regarding how and why the study of history should be undertaken despite the fact that such study is not immediately related to our daily life. If you should to argue that the statement in the essay topic is a shallow one, you should perhaps open your essay in the follow way and then continue to carry out your argument and prove your points:

“This is an age of dramatic modernization. However, even as human societies are being drastically modernized, no one would deny that history should be carefully and seriously studied. While almost all people converge on the need for historical study, they might diverge on how history should be studied—whether history should be studied to help address the practical and immediate concerns of our daily lives or to help address the values and issues beyond the immediate and pragmatic concerns of human existence? In other words, suppose historical study is not directly related to our daily lives, would it still be worthwhile for historians to study history?
That history should be studied to address the immediate concerns of our daily lives is a vulgar and shallow contention. It should be readily discarded because human beings are not predominantly driven by utilitarian purposes. When we examine history, probing into the lessons that past historical events and historical figures offer, we try to look for guidelines with which we can understand the present and prepare for the future. History can shed light on many profound human values and principles that are far removed from our present daily lives. It can point to some universal truth of transcendental and ultimate significance that can benefit the entire human race. 
Consider, for example, the European fascism in the first half of the 20th century, what it did to the Jews and humanity as a whole, and the challenges that it posed to human dignity and human respect. ……..  (you can go on writing the essay)
�In this topic, you should first of all understand this phrase “to the extent that…”. It means “as long as” or “under the condition that…” or “only when…”. It indicates a kind of condition and it is a set phrase. It is a pity that in your own essay, you have failed to copy this phrase correct. You use the phrase “to which relevant to…”, which is not only grammatically wrong but also shows that you do not understand the phrase or even the entire essay title itself.





